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DESCRIPTION:
A MIND IN QUICKSAND: LIFE WITH HUNTINGTON'S is by turns a touching, informative and inspiring documentary. Six years elapsed between the time Kim Lile first felt "something wrong" with her health to her diagnosis of Huntington's disease at age 42. 


Initially, it felt as if her mind was being swallowed in quicksand. Bouts of uncharacteristic clumsiness, sudden outbursts of temper, depression and forgetfulness grew progressively worse, eventually affecting her ability to work as a photographer and film script supervisor. Numerous medical tests and consultations with neurologists finally put a name to the inexplicable force changing Kim's life: Huntington's disease, the incurable brain disorder that causes devastating mental and physical deterioration over time. Although the diagnosis came as a total shock, Kim faced her new reality head-on. She resolved to find out as much as she could about Huntington's and capture it on film to raise public awareness about the disease. 
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PRESS RELEASE

Colette Greenstein
American Public Television

(617) 338-4455, ext. 133
colette_greenstein@APTonline.org
A MIND IN QUICKSAND: LIFE WITH HUNTINGTON’S DISEASE 

A first-hand account of one woman’s struggle with the neurological disorder Huntington’s disease
(Boston, MA – April 21, 2015) – “Nobody knows about Huntington’s disease because it’s so rare,” says Kim Lile in her documentary A Mind In Quicksand: Life With Huntington’s. 
Produced by Black Cat Productions, Inc. and presented and distributed nationally by 
American Public Television (APT), A Mind In Quicksand: Life With Huntington’s premieres on public television stations nationwide beginning May 1, 2015 (check local listings).

The documentary is a detailed personal account of Kim Lile’s struggle and journey with Huntington’s disease. Diagnosed in 2004 at the age of 42, six years had elapsed between the first time Kim had felt that there was “something wrong” with her and the confirmation of having the disease.
Huntington’s is an incurable degenerative neurological disorder that ravages both the mind and body. “Cells in the brain are dying before their time,” describes Dr. Kathleen M. Shannon, a neurologist and Huntington’s disease specialist at Rush University Medical Center in Chicago. The incurable disease affects movement, one’s ability to control behavior, emotions as well as thought process and memory.

In A Mind In Quicksand, Kim explores her family history and interviews her mother and family members to learn more about the root cause of her disease. She also interviews doctors, researchers, caregivers, and fellow Huntington’s sufferers to learn about the causes, symptoms, and the impact of Huntington’s. Kim boldly turns the camera on herself to show the ravages of the illness, offering a raw and genuine first-hand look of Huntington’s from the inside.

About APT

American Public Television (APT) has been a leading syndicator of high-quality, top-rated programming to the nation’s public television stations since 1961. For 10 years, APT has annually distributed one-third or more of the top 100 highest-rated public television titles in the U. S. Among its 300 new program titles per year, APT programs include prominent documentaries, news and current affairs programs, dramas, how-to programs, children’s series and classic movies. America’s Test Kitchen From Cook’s Illustrated, Rick Steves’ Europe, Live From the Artists Den, Doc Martin, Nightly Business Report, Midsomer Murders, Vera, NHK Newsline, Lidia’s Kitchen, Globe Trekker, Simply Ming, and P. Allen Smith’s Garden Home join numerous documentaries and performance programs popular with public television viewers. APT licenses programs internationally through its APT Worldwide service. Now in its 10th year, Create® TV — featuring the best of public television's lifestyle programming — is distributed by APT. APT also distributes WORLD™, public television’s premier news, science and documentary channel. To find out more about APT’s programs and services, visit APTonline.org.
# # #

BIOGRAPHY
Kim Lile

After studying photography at Columbia College in Chicago, Kim spent much of the 1980s and 1990s traveling in South America and Africa. She sold one of her animal photos to National Geographic and exhibited her photos from these trips throughout Chicago coffee houses and galleries. From 1984 to 1999, she worked as a script supervisor on various films including “Michael” directed by Nora Ephron. Since 2003, she has held a variety of positions including shooting pet portraits, working as personal assistant, a private chef and as an event planner.

Sharon Zurek

A college classmate of Kim Lile’s, Sharon is the owner of Black Cat Productions in Chicago. With an extensive background in film and video production, Sharon has experience working on independent features and social-issue documentaries.  She edited and co-produced the lesbian love story, “Hannah Free,” starring Sharon Gless, and as a film editor, she worked on the 2013 documentary 50 at 50.  She has also worked with Lisa Ann Walter on the comedy The Trouble with Dee Dee and others.
Jessie V. Ewing

After receiving her B.A. in American History from Boston University, Jessie was inspired to take classes at Maine Photographic Workshops in Camden, Maine. She worked as a staff photo-grapher for The Illinois Times and The Quad City Times, and was a freelance photographer for The Chicago Reader, The Chicago Tribune and The Washington Post.

Jessie taught photography at The Art Farm Foundation summer camp and The McCormick Boys & Girls Club of Chicago. For her work in teaching children photography, she received an Illinois Arts Council Grant. She later attended the University of Illinois where she earned a Master’s in Special Education and for eight years taught Special Education in the Chicago Public Schools.
